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(Shrine) Maiden in Distress 


by Someonenamedaname 


Summary 


Reimu doesn't want to accept that she needs a break from dealing with Gensokyo's problems. 
Yukari can help. 


A month of Hakurei Reimu being free from responsibility. 
-[]- 
Or; Lord help these yokai are driving me insane 


-[]- 


Chapter 1 


-[]- 


After the resolution of yet another incident, Reimu would normally be in the shrine, sleeping 
or cleaning up before the party; but, this time, the circumstances were different. 


Reimu and Yukari couldn't be classified as friends, per se; they get along, for the most part, 
and since they both have to work together to keep the Great Hakurei Border intact, it would 
make no sense for them to be enemies. 


Reimu had expected to be called over to tie any loose ends regarding the incident, of course, 
but Yukari deciding to be the one to personally come to her was odd, since she usually either 
got Ran and her shikigami to deal with things on her behalf or simply slept on the issue. 


Reimu had found her patiently waiting around the perimeter of the Hakurei Shrine (she 
usually fought any and all yokai who passed that strict line) and had obviously gone over to 
investigate, because well, the sight of a very powerful yokai outside your house usually isn't a 
very good sign. 


„Do you need anything, Yakumo?” She asked, perhaps a bit annoyed at her resting time 
being disturbed. “I do hope you know Marisa was also there and can answer any questions 
you have regarding what happened.” 


If Reimu was less of an important figure, she may have told Yukari to leave her alone and 
mind her own business, but alas, she was required to be too polite for that. 


„Ah, can I not visit our beloved maiden, once in a while? No, this is not regarding recent 
events, nor is it something incredibly urgent, but...” Yukari hummed thoughtfully. “It's still 
an excuse to hold a conversation with our most benevolent human, don't you think?” 


Reimu stared at her, unimpressed, for a few seconds, before sighing. ,,Alright, Yukari. Just... 
let me finish ordering these supplies.” 


-[]- 


In all honesty, it wasn't actually a bad day at all; spring was very beautiful in the dense nature 
of Gensokyo, as anything too far from the Human Village was practically untouched. 


They walked in silence, only stopping once they reached a lake; the lake where Cirno lived, 
to be exact, as it was the closest, but also because it was familiar and the scenery was still 
beautiful from the fairies' care. 


They sat down at the edge of the lake. It was a little over noon at the time, so they seated 
themselves underneath a tree so the sun didn't hit them. 


„May I know what this is about, now?” Reimu asked. 


„The Hakurei Border is still unstable because of Sumireko’s various excursions into 
Gensokyo.”’ She answered. “Something or someone else is trying to enter again, and while I 
can keep them out, it is very hard to focus if your job is just staring at a border. But this isn’t 
of major importance, currently. I just wanted to see you.” 


Reimu knew what she was going to say next. ‘’I already told you I’m fine.” 


„You're human, Rei. You can’t go around recklessly fighting yokai- even if you haven’t lost 
so far.” 


You re also one, why do you care?” The maiden rolled her eyes. “We aren’t friends.” 


„We aren’t, but you’re one of the pillars keeping this place together. If you got hurt-” 


,~ Marisa would fill in for me.” Reimu cut her off. „I’m fine, Yakumo. I know how breaks 
work.” 


, sleeping for two days straight is not a break.” 


„Then what do you want me to do? Take a week to go gardening or something? It’s not like I 
can make everyone in this place just stop causing trouble.” 


Yukari actually had to admit that was a good point. Something is always happening in 
Gensokyo, and another person trying to take over the world could come out of the literal 
nowhere. 


Wait. 


„Didn’t you say Marisa could fill in for you if anything happened? Maybe Sakuya and Sanae, 
too, since they’ve worked with you.” 


„Well, yes, but I don’t think-” 


„You don't think so! I'll go ask them, then, and then you'll be sure about it, hmm? Just sit here 
looking pretty for a little longer, I'll be right back.” Yukari said, trying and failing to hide her 
eagerness. 


„Yukari I-”’ But she was already gone, through one of her gap portals. Reimu sighed. There 
was really no point in leaving since Yukari would just find her again, so she didn't bother. 


-[]- 


Chapter 2 


Chapter Summary 


-[]- 


Yukari figures out what will happen in Reimu's abscence. 2 out of 3 human girls are 
happy to help. 


Chapter Notes 


I'm going to try to set a schedule for this. I do not promise much, though. 


The formatting is a bit weird. Please excuse that :] 


-[]- 


„Marisa, are you here?” Yukari called. 


The forest wasn’t a particularly nice place to be in, at least not for her, so she was hoping to 
talk to Marisa and leave quickly. 


„Marisa? Marisa?! Lord...” She sighed. It seemed that either Marisa didn’t care or didn’t 
hear her knocking, so she’d just have to force her way in. 


She opened a gap portal to look into the house. When she saw Marisa was in fact there, she 
opened it further to step through and let herself in. So much for trying to be polite. 


Marisa!” She said from behind, making Marisa jump and hit her head on a bookshelf. 
Finally.” 


„Don’t scare me like that, Yuka!” The witch said, placing her hat, which had fallen off, back 
to its throne on her head. ‘’I’m over here trying to cook something, and you-” 


She paused mid sentence, eyes widening. 


„Yukari Yakumo?! You’re not asleep?! This must be serious then! Is everyone okay? Did 
someone die?! Is there an invasion happeni-”’ 


The yokai stepped forward to press her hand over Marisa’s mouth, muffling her. ,,Marisa, 
kindly, stop yelling, you’re giving me a headache.” 
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„Look, I just want a favor from you. It shouldn’t be too much trouble. Just listen closely. 
She said, still not moving from being, in all honesty, way too close to Marisa, hand still 
blocking her mouth. 


„I’m worried about Reimu. She spends too much time being reckless and throwing herself 
into action. So I want her to take a break- how long isn’t important. The problem is, if Reimu 
isn’t going to deal with yokai, who will?” Yukari explained, Marisa still looking at her 
slightly wide-eyed. ‘’That’s where you come in.” 


„I just want you to be there if something happens, along with Sakuya and the Moriya Shrine 
Maiden. Since you always accompany Reimu, they could accompany you if something 
comes up.” 


She moved away from Marisa before finishing. ‘’] might need help convincing them, though, 
if you'd like to come with me. Since you’re on good-ish terms, they’re more likely to believe 
me if you’re there.” 


Marisa seemed to consider it for a bit, before sighing. ‘’I guess there’s no other choice if we 
don’t want Reimu to implode, then. Sure, I'll go, but don’t expect either of them to listen to 
me, ze.” 


-[]- 


These days, it's usually quite quiet in the Scarlet Devil Mansion. After the incident, 
everything had gone back to normal; so there Sakuya was, taking care of her daily cleaning 
tasks. 


At least, that's what she had been meaning to do. 


Sakuya was in the great hall when she heard a strange noise from behind her and turned 
around to investigate. 


„--. Yukari Yakumo?” She asked when she saw the blonde before her, then turning to the 
magician that had now stumbled out a gap beside her. “‘...and Marisa. To what do I owe the 
pleasure?” 


„Not much. Just... need a tiny little favor. Do you have time to spare, Izayoi?”’ 


„What is it?” 


„Well, we all know Reimu, our beloved maiden, always making sure the place doesn't fall 
apart.” Yukari began. “It has come to my attention that Rei is not taking proper care of 
herself. That's why I'm here.” 


„And what does this have to do with me?” 


„If an incident does come up while I'm taking care of her, I would like you and Kirisame to 
deal with it.” She finished. ‘’Since you’ve done it various times already, I think you’re one of 
the only people I can trust with this other than Reimu herself.” 


Sakuya proceeded to simply stare at Yukari for a few minutes, about to decline. But then she 
remembered that if there was no one there to solve the incidents, not only would everyone in 
the Scarlet Devil Mansion be endangered, but the entirety of Gensokyo and possibly the 
outside world as well. 


Huh. Now that she thinks about it, she really takes Reimu’s job for granted sometimes. 


„Alright. But only if Marisa can’t deal with it on her own. If you need help, you know where 
to find me.” She turned to Marisa in the last sentence, before going back to glaring at Yukari. 
Now leave. You’re uninvited.” 


-[]- 


„I can never get used to your gap portals, ze -’’ Marisa said, stumbling a bit as she walked up 
the stairs of the Moriya Shrine. 


„It’s not like you use or will use them a lot, so it doesn’t matter anyways.” 


„Really? You aren’t going to take me on trips?” 


„No.” Yukari answered, deadpan, before turning back to the shrine, raising her voice. 
Sanae? Are you in here?” 


„One second!” A voice said from inside, and then Sanae ran out. ‘’How can I help? Is there 
anything you need?” 


Her mood seemed to lower slightly when she saw Yukari, but she was still as bright as ever. 
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„Heyo, Sanae!” Marisa grinned, waving. ‘’ We just came here to ask you for a little favor, ze . 
Do ya have spare time?” 


„Of course! What's up? Any issues? If you need the goddess, sadly, she isn’t here at the 
moment...” 


„Well, not really the issue you’d think.” Marisa laughed. ‘’ We’re forcing Reimu on a 
Gensokyo-assigned break, and well, I’m sure you know that yokai are always making 
trouble, so... we just need you to be ready to solve an incident if it comes up.” 


„You want me?! To solve incidents?!” Sanae glowed, before she seemed to remember 
something. ‘If it’s someone powerful, though, they might not take you seriously because of 
m-” 


„Ah, Sanae, don’t say that, ze ! You’re a great yokai exterminator. Will you help?” 
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„Anytime! Come find me if you need help!” Sanae nodded enthusiastically. 


-[]- 


„And then I came right back here.” Yukari hummed, lifting a teacup to her lips and taking a 
sip. 


„It’s been quite an eventful day for you, hasn’t it, Yakumo?” Reimu sighed. ‘’More so than 
usual, at least.” 


„Ah, but it was for you, Rei, so I don’t mind. I don’t mind at all.” 


-[]- 
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